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SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION
MEETING OF THE ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COUNCIL
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026, 10 AM — NOON

VIRTUAL (VIA ZOOM)

Present: John Graham (Chairperson), Scott Jocelyn, Vivi Dabee, Ray Schirle, Kris
Cowley, Shawna Joynt, Two ASL Interpreters (ECCOE), Sarah Lugtig Riezebos (Guest),
Darren Macdonald, Emily Walker and Colleen Watters (Manitoba Accessibility Office)

Regrets: Josh Watt, Laurel Repski

The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave the land acknowledgement. The
meeting focussed on providing guidance for the secretary to prepare the planning
project report to be submitted to the Minister in June and laying out a process for a
planned targeted review of the Accessible Customer Service Standard.

Action: The secretary will put together a draft report on the accessibility plan project to
finalize at the May council meeting and plan for future targeted
stakeholder/rights holder feedback.

Action: The chair will pull together recommendations from past customer service
standard reviews for council to discuss in May.

Council asked to attend a June 8, 2026, meeting of the Intellectual Disabilities Issues
Advisory Council. The Intellectual Disability Issues Advisory Council focusses on the
lived experiences of people with intellectual disabilities and the Adults Living with an
Intellectual Disability Act. The Accessibility Advisory Council will provide an update on
current areas of work and ask about common areas of focus between the two groups.

By way of updates and roundtable discussion, the following topics were discussed:

A. Bill 5, amendments to The Accessibility for Manitobans Act and regulations: Prior
to the meeting, the secretary distributed a list of the amendments to Bill 5 that
have been introduced so far. After second reading of the Bill, the Minister
indicated she was pleased with the feedback from presenters and noted that
further amendments will be proposed, although she did not outline the exact
nature of the changes.

B. Survey on the Accessible Outdoor Spaces Standard: The Manitoba Accessibility
Office is currently conducting a survey to gather feedback on the Accessible
Outdoor Spaces Standard which will conclude on April 23, 2026. Additional
consultations on the standard will be held in the future.



C. Accessible built environment project: The chair, two council members, the
secretary and the Executive Director, MAO will meet with the Deputy Minister of

Labour and Immigration on May 6 at 10:00 AM to talk about prioritizing
accessibility in the next building code 2030 cycle.

The next meeting will be virtual on May 14 from 10 am to 12 noon.
The meeting adjourned at 11:42 AM.



